2018 U.S. Champion Sam Shankland came to Newtown on Saturday, 7 July for a simultaneous exhibition and lecture at the NYA Sports and Fitness Center.  GM Shankland began the afternoon’s events with a discussion of his win against 15 year old GM Awonder Liang, the game which gave him the U.S. Champion title, followed by a brief Q&A session.  
[Event "US Championship"]

[Site "St Louis, MO USA"]

[Date "2018.04.29"]

[EventDate "2018.04.18"]

[Round "1"]

[Result "1-0"]

[White "Samuel Shankland"]

[Black "Awonder Liang"]

[ECO "B13"]

[WhiteElo "2786"]

[BlackElo "2649"]

[PlyCount "85"]

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.Bd3 Nc6 5.c3 Nf6 6.Bf4 Bg4 7.Qb3

e5 8.h3 exf4 9.hxg4 Qe7+ 10.Kf1 O-O-O 11.Nd2 g6 12.Re1 Qc7

13.g5 Nh5 14.Be2 Ng7 15.Ngf3 Ne6 16.Bb5 Bg7 17.Qa4 Rd6 18.Nb3

b6 19.Nc1 Nb8 20.Nd3 Kb7 21.Nb4 Qd8 22.Ne5 Qc7 23.Qb3 Rhd8

24.Rxh7 a6 25.Bd3 Ka7 26.Qa4 a5 27.Bb5 Kb7 28.Nbd3 Rg8 29.Nf3

Rh8 30.Rxh8 Bxh8 31.a3 Nc6 32.Bxc6+ Rxc6 33.Nde5 Bxe5 34.Nxe5

Rd6 35.Qe8 Rd8 36.Qxf7 Nxg5 37.Qxc7+ Kxc7 38.Nxg6 f3 39.Nf4

Kc6 40.gxf3 Nxf3 41.Re6+ Kb5 42.Ke2 Ng1+ 43.Kd3 1-0

You can cut and paste game into our site game viewer for replay.  Goto Menu  Games ( Your Games ( paste above game. Click Import Game.
In the simul, he faced 29 opponents, winning 28 games and drawing one against Newtown Chess Club member and Brookfield High School Freshman Adeethyia Shankkar. (See game below.)  About 2 ½ hours later, when Newtown Chess Club member Peter Panthauer, the “last man standing”, tipped over his King, the U.S. Champion remained on site for individual sessions and autographs.  GM Shankland was pleasant and engaging throughout. We in Newtown were honored to have been the host site for the first current U.S. Champion to visit Connecticut for an exhibition since Bobby Fischer’s simul in Hartford in 1964 – and possibly only the second time *ever* that a current U.S. Champion has given an exhibition in the state!  We look forward to a return visit some time in the future!
Newtown’s Glenn Budzinski, President of Connecticut Kids Play Chess, Inc. chess teaching non-profit organization, organized and ran the event.

[Event "Simul”]

[Site "Newtown, CT"]

[Date "2018.07.07"]

[White "US Champion Sam Shankland"]

[Black "Adeethyia Shankar"]

[ECO "C41"]

1.e4 d6 2.d4 e5 3.Nf3 exd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Be7 6.Bf4 0–0 7.Qd2 Nc6 8.0–0–0 Re8 9.f3 Nxd4 10.Qxd4 Nh5 11.Be3 Bg5 12.g4 Qf6! 13.Bxg5 Qxg5+ 14.Kb1 Nf4 15.h4 Qe5 16.Qd2 Bd7 17.Ne2 Nxe2 18.Bxe2 Bc6 19.g5 d5 20.exd5 Bxd5 21.Qxd5 Qxd5 22.Rxd5 Rxe2 23.Rd7 Rae8 24.a4 {24.Rhd1} 24...R2e7 25.Rhd1 Kf8 26.Ka2 Rxd7 27.Rxd7 Re7 28.Rd4 Ke8 29.Kb3 Re3+ 30.Rd3 Rxd3+ 31.cxd3 Kd7 32.Kc4 Ke6 33.a5 a6 34.b4 Ke5 {34...f6! exposes the weakness of the White kingside pawns: 35.gxf6 Kxf6 36.d4 h5 37.d5 g5 38.hxg5+ Kxg5 39.Kd3 Kf4. Black is obviously winning with the passed h-pawn.} 35.d4+ Kf4 36.d5 Kxf3 37.b5 axb5+ 38.Kxb5 Ke4? {The computer says that 38...Kg4! leads to a winning ending for Black after 39.d6 cxd6 40.Kb6 d5 41.Kxb7 d4 42.a6 d3 43.a7 d2 44.a8Q d1Q 45.Qf8 Qd5+ 46.Ka6 Qe6+ 47.Kb5 Qe5+ 48.Kc4 Kxh4 49.Qxf7 Kxg5} 39.d6! cxd6 40.Kb6 d5 41.Kxb7 d4 42.a6 ½-½ {because of 42...d3 43.a7 d2 44.a8Q d1Q 45.Qe8+ Kf5 46.Qxf7+}
You can cut and paste game into our site game viewer for replay.  Goto Menu  Games ( Your Games ( paste above game. Click Import Game.
